FORMATION ZONE PROPOSAL

Contact name:






Business name (if applicable):
Address and postcode:
Telephone:




E-mail:






Website:
1. Please tell us about the business idea that you would like to develop with Formation Zone:
2. What goals do you aim to achieve with the support of the Formation Zone and over what period of time?
3. Why do you need the Formation Zone to achieve this, what difference will being here make to you?
4. Please highlight which of these industry sectors your activity falls within:

a. Creative

b. Marine

c. Hi-tech

d. Advanced engineering

e. Bio-medical

f. Environmental

g. Other (please specify)

5. Please indicate which of these best reflects what stage you are at now: 
· Initial idea

· Market research and business planning, preparing to start trading

· Already trading (please indicate how long you have been trading and in what business entity e.g. sole trader / limited company)
6. Please describe how you think this business has the potential for high growth? (Annual increase in turnover or number of employees of over 20% for 3 consecutive years or more)
7. Please list any skills gaps or factors preventing growth for you or your business that you can currently identify:
8. Do you currently have any employees? (If yes, how many?)

9. Please list the names of any other individuals involved in this proposal (e.g. if you are collaboratively working on an idea, or you operate as a partnership):
10. Where are you currently located? (E.g. working from home, other business premises – please specify location)
11. Are you a current student or graduate of Plymouth University or one of our associate colleges, or a member of staff? (If yes, please give details)
12. Do you currently have a business plan, either formal or informal? (If yes, please submit with your proposal)
13. Have you already taken out any protection on the intellectual property for this business idea? (If yes, please give details)
14. Are you already actively involved in any forums or networks whether formal or informal, or receiving support and advice from other agencies? (If yes, please give details)
15. When would you plan to start working with Formation Zone? 
16. Initially, do you intend your usage to be:

· Pre-start package?
· Core support?

· Hire of workstation? 
 (See Formation Zone Service Offer information sheet for details and pricing)
17. If hiring a workstation, will you:

· Bring your own laptop or desktop computer?

· Require a computer to be provided short term while you plan to start the business?

18. How did you hear about Formation Zone?
By submitting this proposal you are certifying that the information you have provided is true and correct to the best of your knowledge. 
That’s it! Now submit your proposal:

By email to enterprisesolutions@plymouth.ac.uk 

Or by post to: Plymouth University, Enterprise Solutions Team, 9 Research Way, Derriford, Plymouth, PL6 8BT.
We aim to respond within 3 working days, and usually the next step will be to arrange a meeting with you.
If you have any queries regarding your proposal please contact Eleanor Butland, Formation Zone Programme Manager, on 01752 588954 or eleanor.butland@plymouth.ac.uk
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Formation Zone will keep your information securely in line with the Data Protection Act 1998 for the purpose of delivering our services and reporting to our funders. 
The Roland Levinsky Building, incorporating the Formation Zone is part funded by the South West Regional Development Agency and the European Regional Development Fund.
